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and the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
in cooperation with the States, Territories, and other Federal Agencies

Co-Sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency —l




NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY ACCREDITATION CONFERENCE

NELAC Il ISSUES / PLANS

By the end of the NELAC Il Annual Meeting, national meeting. In addition, the Implementation Committee will report
uniform standards for environmental laboratory accreditation on the information gained from the National Council of State
should be in place. The committee chairs of the standing commit-Legislators and the next steps to assist states in adopting the
tees expect passage of all standards during the NELAC Il voting NELAC standards.

session. The following standards are being proposed:
m  Chapter 1, Program Policy and Structure;

m  Chapter 2, Proficiency Testing; and The Field Measurementsd HocCommittee will discuss the

m  Chapter 6, Accrediting Authority. need and criteria for certification of field samplers, and evaluate

In addition, those portions of the following standards, which were o need for standing committee status. The Conference Manage-
not presented for vote in the last Annual Meeting (July 1996), aré ient committee will address the potential co-sponsors for the
being proposed: . upcoming Interim Meeting and next year's Annual Meeting,

m  Chapter 3, On-site Assessment, including the possibility of exhibitors. The Membership and

m  Chapter 4, Accreditation Process; and Outreach Committee will work on expanding the distribution of

m  Chapter 5, Quality System. information on NELAC to all interested parties.

Other Business

Upon approval of the standards the state and federal accrediting NOTE: This is your opportunity to propose and consider
authorities can begin adopting the standards into their own your issues directly with the various committees.

accreditation program. To facilitate this process the Transition
Ad HocCommittee will present an operational plan during the

HOTEL INFORMATION & MAP

The Wyndham Anatole Hotel - Dallas
2201 Stemmons Freeway
Dallas, Texas 75207

214-748-1200 fax 214-761-7520 183

Dallas/

Fort Worth

International
Airport

Anatole

he Wyndham Anatole - Dallas is extending all conference attendees the rate ¢ Hotel

$84.00/single per night. Please ask for National Environmental Laboratory
Accreditation Conference rateMake your reservations no later than June 30, 1997
to reserve rooms at these ratesAdditional consecutive days may be reserved at the
same rate.

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION

ontinental Airlines is offering a discounted rate for travel to Dallas for NELAC!
Call 1-800-468-7022 and reference ZUAQ-J4EZ71. Travel with this offer
July 23— Aug. 5, 1997.

Southwest Airlines also is offering a discount on most of its already low fares, for travel to and from NELAC IlI. CaithkeeSoAirlines Group and
Meeting Desk at 1-800-433-5368, Monday- Friday, 8:00 am —5:00 pm and refer to ID Code R2987. Call no later than Julip2aké$@antage of
this offer. Call right away as fares are subject to terms and availability.

Discount Shuttle provides ground transportation to the Wyndham Anatole Hotel from DFW Airport for a nominal fee.

Conference

Neia
BACKGROUND

he National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) is a voluntary associatid
of state and federal agencies established to develop uniform accreditation standards. NELAC votin
members include state and federal agencies. Other stakeholders (contributors) may provide input at al
stages of the process. A federally chartered advisory board, the Environmental Laboratory Advisory Bogrd,
provides consensus advice from a wide range of private sector interests.

«Q S

NELAC will operate as follows:
m  States and federal agencies adopt standards and serve as accrediting authorities;

The accrediting authority may contract with a third party to perform all or part of the assessment;
A multi-government team will evaluate states and federal accrediting authorities;

All participating NELAP-approved accrediting authorities agree to accept reciprocity; and
Laboratories seek accreditation within their state, if available.

or

The TNRCC is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basislof raekgion, national origin, sex, disability, age,
sexual orientation or veteran status. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this document may be reqitestediifiormats by contacting the TNRCC at
(512)239-0028, Fax 239-4488, or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

Sue Phillips (512)239-6327

Pam Negrini (512)239-0059
INTERNET: sphillip@tnrcc.state.tx.us
(Information only,
no registrations please)

National Environmental
Laboratory Accreditation

TENTATIVE AGENDA

Monday, July 28 8:30 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 5:00 Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board

Tuesday, July 29 8:00 9:00 Registration
9:00 11:00 Plenary Session
11:00 - 5:00 Concurrent Standing Committee Meetings
Program Policy and Structure m Quality Systems
Proficiency Testing m Accrediting Authority
On-site Assessment m Implementation
Accreditation Process

Wednesday, July 30 8:30 - 3:00 Concurrent Administrativédd HocCommittee Meetings
m Membership & Outreach m Field Measurements

m Conference Management m Transition

3:00 - 5:00 Plenary Session

m Discussion of all changes to standards

Thursday, July 31 8:30 - 1:00
1:.00 - 3:00

Voting Session
EPA Program Office Presentations
m Discussion on how NELAC will fit into EPA Program Offices

hose who can benefit from this meeting

Include federal and state officials,
laboratory managers, industry managers,
engineers, and consultants.

m s your accreditation program accepted nationwide?

m Do you want your compliance data accepted by all environmental
regulatory bodies?

m Do you want to avoid costly laboratory inspections with differing
requirements?

m Do you want to know which laboratories are competent to perform
analyses for your industry?

m Do you want to participate in the development of regulations that are
practical, effective, and cost efficient?

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY

On March 28, 1997, EPA proposed an initiative to streamline its water methods approval
program (62 FR 14976) by expanding method flexibility and expediting the method
approval process for wastewater and drinking water methods approved in 40 CFR parts 136 &
141. This initiative will implement a performance-based approach to environmental measure-
ments under the Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act. The goal of streamlining is to
facilitate early introduction of new and innovative technologies that may reduce costs, overcome
analytical difficulties, improve laboratory safety, and enhance data quality, while reducing the
regulatory burden imposed by prescriptive methods.

EPA STREAMLINING PUBLIC MEETING
AUGUST 1, 1997 ¢ 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

m  No charge to attend - please indicate yes on NELAC Ill Annual Meeting Registration form.

m  Agenda includes: Brief overview of streamlining initiative followed by participant comments
and questions.

m All oral or written comments submitted at the public meeting will be part of the public docket
for the streamlining final rule.

m  Comments may also be mailedMiarion Thompson at USEPA Office of Water , 401 M
Street SW (4303), Washington, DC 20460

m  Comments must be received by August 1, 1997.



PeAT3 NELAC lll Annual Meeting Registration Form %3

(Please type or print clearly)

Name

Title

Company or Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Fax ( )

O VYes, | plan to attend the ELAB meeting on July 28, 1997 (check only one item)

0 Yes, | plan to attend NELAC, July 29-31, 1997 Government

O Yes, | plan to attend the EPA Streamlining Public Meeting,J State 0 County/Local
Aug. 1, 1997 0 EPA O Indian Tribe

00 Other Federal

Private Sector
00 Private Laboratory

O Yes, This is a change of address or information
Enclosed is a check or money order for $
Send payment with this form to:

) o 00 Assessor Body
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission O EPA Regulated Industry
Financial Management, PO Box 13088 0 Environmental Interest Group
Austin, Texas 78711-13088 0 Academia
For additional registrations, please copy this form and 0 Other (please specify)

|
|
|
I
|
|
|
I
|
|
E-Mail PRIMARY AFFILIATION :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| submita separate registration for each individual.

ATTENTION ATTENDEES

m Pre-Registration - $100.00 received by July 15, 1997.

m Registration - $125.00 received after July 15, 1997.

m Fee includes: all committee meetings, Tuesday and
Wednesday continental breakfast and luncheons with gues
speakers, breaks, and a set of NELAC standards.

m Check or money order only (purchase requisitions
accepted from federal government).

m Send payment & registration form to the address on the for

m Written cancellation for refund no later than 5:00 pm CDT
July 1, 1997.

If you have a disability and require special accommodations
to fully participate in this event, please call the TNRCC at

least three weeks prior to the start of the meeting.

(512) 239-6327
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mance-based measurement systems (pbms) subcommittee, and an update from the proficiency testing subcommittee. P

he Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) will meet on July 28, 1997. Agenda items for the meeting will i
a final report from the GLP subcommittee, a report from NELAC on implementation issues, a final report from the pe

nclude
for-

2rsons

interested in serving on ELAB are requested to submit a nomination form. The form can be obtained through the Internet service.

INTERNET SERVICE
Revised versions of the standards and the

constitution and bylaws, will be available
through the Office of Air and Radiation’s Technolog
Transfer Network (TTN) by July 1, 1997. World
Wide Web access is at the URL:

http://ttnwww.rtpnc.epa.gov/html/nelac/
nelac.htm#NL02

In addition, the nominees for Chair-Elect and the
Members-At-Large for the Board of Directors will b

e

Y Ms. Jeanne Mourrain, Director

Board of Directors and Committee Chairs

Board of Directors

Dr. Eldert Harwig, Jr., Chair

Ms. Carol Batterton, Chair-Elect
Dr. Robert Stephens, Past Chair

Standing Committee Chairs
Ms. Margaret Prevost, Accreditation Process
Mr. John Anderson, Accrediting Authority
Dr. Gary King, Implementation
Mr. Gary Bennett, On-Site Assessment
Mr. Ted Coopwood, Executive Secretary
Mr. Joseph Aiello
Ms. Pauline Bouchard
Dr. Charles Brokopp
Dr. Marcia Davies
Dr. Gary King
Mr. Russell Wright, Jr.

Ms. Andrea Jirka, Proficiency Testing
Ms. Sylvia Labie, Quality Systems

Ad Hoc Committee Chairs

Dr. James Pearson, Coordination

Dr. Barton Simmons, Field Measurements.
Ms. Carol Batterton, Transition
Administrative Committee Chairs Dr. Roger Carlson, National Database

Dr. Kenneth Jackson, Policy and Program Strt

cture

Dr. Michael Volz, Membership and Outreach
Dr. Robert Stephens, Nominating

Ms. Marion Thompson, Conference Management

Conference

available on TTN by May 1, 1997.

National Environmental
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